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THE CATHOLIC CAMPUS MINISTRY OF WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY 
 

THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Dear Mountaineer Alumni, Parents, and Friends! 
  
For those who I have not met yet, my name is Fr. Brian Crenwelge. I am the Pastor 
and Director of Campus Ministry here at St. John University Parish, the Catholic parish 
on the campus of West Virginia University. St. John’s is a unique community that 
consists of former WVU students, current and past professors, and our “Mountaineer 
Catholic” campus ministry to our students. 
  
I began my ministry here at St. John’s this past January as Director of Campus Ministry 
and I became Pastor of the parish in July. I have greatly enjoyed getting to know the students and 
parishioners and entering into their lives. This past year has definitely been a unique experience with the 
difficult situation of campus ministry in the midst of the coronavirus onset. 
  
Nonetheless, we have persevered through this semester and continued with bringing Christ to this campus 
with different events and opportunities. Colleen Criste joined our Mountaineer Catholic family as our 
Director of Programs and Development (i.e. campus minister) this past August. She has quickly become 
known as a second “Mom” to many of our students. 
  
We are also very blessed here at St. John’s to have the presence of FOCUS missionaries on campus. 
FOCUS (“Fellowship of Catholic University Students”) is a team of young adults who have recently 
graduated from college and who enter into intentional friendships with our students in an effort to walk with 
them in their relationship with Christ and His Church. The FOCUS missionaries host Bible studies weekly 
for the students and many other events throughout the semester. 
  
The students here have daily access to the Sacraments and many opportunities to grow in their Catholic 
faith. I am grateful for your prayers as well as your continued support of our ministry here. It’s been a trying 
time financially here at our parish because of transition and COVID-19. Our generous alumni and friends 
help us to provide meaningful and engaging programs for our students. 
  
We are planning ahead for the spring semester and are looking forward to our students’ return! Please keep 
us in your prayers. You all remain in mine. May God bless each of you, and I hope you have a very Merry 
Christmas! 

In Christ and Mary, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                              

                                                              
Rev. Brian J. Crenwelge                                                            
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MEET OUR NEW CAMPUS MINISTER! 

It is with great joy that I introduce myself as the new Campus Minister here at St. John’s and Mountaineer 

Catholic! My name is Colleen Criste, and I am a wife and the mother of eight beautiful children. I have an extensive 

history in parish work and in leading ministry, and there is nothing I enjoy more than serving and caring for others. 

When my family moved to Morgantown last year, I never dreamed I would be sitting where I am today; behind 

a desk in Newman Hall, ministering to the students of WVU! To say that my work is a blessing would be an 

understatement. Every time I walk through the front doors of this beloved and storied building, I am greeted 

with a brand new opportunity to minister, to listen, to laugh, and to teach. No two days are ever alike! I praise 

God for the surprises, and for the sacred moments: like when a student opens up to share their heart with me 

and we have an opportunity to pray together. I care deeply about the spiritual and emotional well-being of each 

student. 

Of course, this year was unlike any other. Planning activities and events in the midst of a pandemic was a 

challenge to say the least! But, by the grace of God, constantly seeking His unfailing help and protection over the 

students and the staff of Newman, we did it! We offered socially-distanced and masked activities such as: our 

student-led outdoor Rosary Walk to consecrate WVU to Our Lady, our Identity Nights to learn what it means to 

be a faithful man and woman of God, and our Thursday evening Dinner for a Dollar and MOCA Community Nights! 

Delicious home-cooked meals were prepared and served safely by the parishioners of St. John’s in the Sophia 

Center to allow for social distancing. 

Some of the semester highlights included: our Fall Camping Retreat at Blackwater Falls, our Friday outdoor 

Movie Nights with bonfires and s’mores, and our MOCA Bowling Night! We also introduced a monthly Adoration 

and Praise Night on First Tuesdays, and organized a community service project where the students filled Blessing 

Bags for the Homeless and shared them with our community in need at Sarah’s Table. 

Despite the challenges of planning activities during a pandemic, we were able to find creative ways to engage 

our students in faith and fun, offering them positive alternatives to the party scene, and a safe place to gather 

with friends; a home away from home. 

As we begin to prepare for next semester, we pray that you will consider supporting our campus ministry 

financially. Everything we do for the students is made possible by the generosity of friends like you. Our hope is 

that, in the short time we have with our young people, we will have a lasting impact on their lives. Our goal is to 

help them to leave this campus spiritually stronger and better than when they started, and go out into the world 

to bless others with what they’ve learned. 

We sincerely thank you for your continued prayers and generous support of our ministry. 

May God reward you a hundred-fold! 

Colleen Criste 

Director of Programs and Development for Campus Ministry 
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Student Spotlight: Reece Lopatka 

Adoration: The Heart of Our Ministry 

With so many distractions in the world, especially on campus, coupled with 

the anxieties of class deadlines, exams, and the fears associated with the 

pandemic, we made spending quiet time in the presence of Jesus a top 

priority here at St. John’s! We offered weekly All-Day Adoration on 

Wednesdays throughout the semester to allow students an opportunity for 

genuine peace. The moment they walked through the doors of St. John’s, 

they were greeted with the warm, comforting scent of incense and the 

silent beauty of our Eucharistic Lord - a welcome respite from the outside 

world. Our students committed to a minimum of 30 minutes of time with 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament each week. We were so proud of their 

dedication and devotion! 

Our plan for next semester, is to increase the availability of Adoration from 

one day per week to three days per week. There is no doubt inestimable 

graces will flow from St. John’s throughout the campus of WVU and beyond! 

 

 

“The Newman Community gives me a loving group to fall back 

on. A safe place. A home away from home. A comforting place 

outside of the apartment and four walls. Feels like a family.” 

 
Financial Stats 
 
If you believe in what we are doing here at St. John University Parish and Mountaineer 
Catholic, please consider helping us in our mission to form intentional disciples and leaders 
for the future of the Church and for the world! Everything we do depends on the 

generosity and support of our benefactors. There is 
no amount too big or too small! We want to provide 
as many faith-building opportunities for our young 
people as possible, and we never want to turn 
anyone away due to an inability to pay. 

 
Average Campus Ministry Expenses: 

   $19,555 
Donate now at: mountaineercatholic.com/give 

Campus Ministry Expenses

Activities and Events Food and Drink

Materials Advertising
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Meet Our FOCUS Missionaries! 

“We come from all different places and backgrounds, but the 

thing that unites our team of Catholic missionaries is our 

desire to respond to the calling of Jesus to everyone: to make 

disciples of all nations. We do this on college campuses, like 

WVU! First, we draw from the source: attending Mass and 

praying together as a team every day. We then go out, 

making friends with students in tandem with the campus ministry. Pretty quickly, we find ourselves leading 

them in Bible Studies and forming fun memories with our friends with the aim of creating substantial faith-

oriented relationships with them (which is very rare today, 

especially in college). All of this so that they can be inspired 

and then taught how to lead and do the same thing for 

other people while they are on campus and (most 

importantly) for the rest of their lives!”  

Denzel Campbell (Team Leader) 

Robert Badman 

 Quinn Stangler 

 Rachel Kiefer 

To donate directly to our FOCUS Missionaries, please visit: www.focus.org/give/ways-to-give 

 

MOCA Officers 2020-2021 

 

 

 

Tom Sieban, 

President          

Sports Management            

Senior 

Katrina Rupert     

Vice President    

Forensic Science  

Graduate-2nd Year 

David Hadinger   

Treasurer            

Business Management     

Senior-5th Year 

Jackie Rosiek  

Secretary        

Exercise Physiology 

Junior 
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FALL CAMPING RETREAT! In October, we took a group of 30 

students to Blackwater Falls State Park for an amazing weekend of 

fun, prayer, hiking, games, and Mass on the Mountain! 

Some of the students had never been camping before, and many 

had never even met before that 

weekend. 

Strong bonds developed, and by 

the end of the weekend, deep and  

lasting friendships were formed. 

“The Camping Retreat 

was like a factory reset 

for me. I never realized 

how busy, stressed, and 

distracted I was until I 

had this chance to escape it all and go on this 

incredible retreat without any outside distractions like a 

cell phone. Not only was it fun and a new experience, 

but I was given an opportunity to grow in Christ with 

the support group not always evident in an everyday 

scenario. Every event we did, whether it was Mass outdoors, hiking, singing campfire 

songs, or eating food with no silverware, everyone was always so kind and so full of 

joy- it was impossible not to feel it yourself. Amidst the crazy bustle of the trip, there 

was always time for God and growing myself in the faith. Having Mass outdoors was 

beautiful, listening to speakers was enlightening, and going to Confession was freeing. 

Never have I felt so at peace and simply happy than I had during this retreat. I 

walked away from that trip with fun stories to tell, new friends made, and a deeper 

relationship with the Lord that I have never experienced before. If I had the chance 

to relive this every weekend, I would absolutely do it without hesitation.”   

-Katie Davis, Freshman 



 

ST. JOHN UNIVERSITY PARISH   •   1481 UNIVERSITY AVE, MORGANTOWN, WV 26505   •   304.296.8231 

  7 |  
 

 

Looking Forward… 

We love 

our 

students! 

 

 

 

As the Spring 2021 Semester approaches, we are excited to share some of the activities and events 

we have planned! 

 Upcoming Speaker Event: Sought-after speaker and evangelist in young adult ministry, and 

author of the book; “Dating Detox”, Lisa Cotter, is coming to WVU to speak to our 

Mountaineer Catholic students about dating, relationships, and authentic friendships! 

 Newman will be hosting and supporting the SEEK 2021 Conference for FOCUS! 

 A Spring Retreat will be held in March 2021! 

 Students will attend the March for Life in Washington, D.C.! 

 Student-led Community Service Projects are being organized to serve the homeless in the 

Morgantown area! 

 Pilgrimages are being scheduled to Emmitsburg, MD to visit the Grotto of Our Lady of 

Lourdes and to visit the Pittsburgh Shrines. St. Anthony’s Chapel in Pittsburgh is home to 

the largest collection of relics in the world outside of the Vatican! 

 Fundraising will begin for a Perpetual Adoration Chapel! The Chapel Library above Newman 

is currently being used for storage and as a study area for students. We would like to 

restore it to its former glory as a place of prayer and worship!  

These are just some of the exciting ideas we have to continue the holy work of ministering to the 

students at WVU! Our events are always open to the public, and we encourage students to bring 

friends!  However, we are dependent on 

your donations. The more you give, the 

more we can do for our young people! 
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1481 University Ave. 
Morgantown, WV  26505 

 

 

 

Follow us on online! 

mountaineercatholic.com 

Thank you for supporting Campus Ministry! 

 

 

 

We are so pleased that Mr. John Paul Gaston joined our 

Mountaineer Catholic Family in August as the Pastoral 

Associate for Music and Liturgy! John Paul is an accomplished 

pianist and organist, 

formerly working for the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh. John Paul has a wealth of 

information about Catholic Church Liturgy and 

Sacred Music. He is a wonderful addition to our 

team, and the students and parishioners of     

St. John’s are blessed to benefit from his choral 

and musical skills! 

 

“Bringing Christ to the campus and 

the campus to Christ”   


