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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Mountaineer Catholic family, 
  
The 2020-2021 school year was truly a year to remem-
ber in many respects. Above all, it was a year of grace 
for our Newman students here at West Virginia  
University. Though the coronavirus presented many 
new challenges and frustrations to ministry, the Lord was certainly still 
at work in the midst of it all. From prayerful retreats to Pittsburgh and 
Cheat Lake trips, our students were still able to foster a communal  
Catholic life that enabled them to find spiritual support, friendship, and 
sacramental grace while much of the country lived with uncertainty. 
  
I want to thank you for your continued support of our Mountaineer 
Catholic Campus Ministry program. Through your prayerful  
remembrance and financial support, we can continue to provide  
opportunities for our students. We keep your prayer intentions at heart 
as we help to build a Catholic culture on WVU’s campus. Never hesitate 
to reach out to me with anything you may need. May God reward you 
and thank you for assisting us in our mission to bring souls to Christ and 
His Church! 

  
    In Christ and Mary, 
    Fr. Brian J. Crenwelge 
    Pastor and Director of Campus Ministry 
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What is FOCUS? 

FOCUS is a campus outreach that 

pursues college students with inten-

tionality and love. FOCUS missionar-

ies invite students into a growing 

relationship with Jesus and the   

Catholic faith, inspiring and         

equipping them for a lifetime of 

Christ-centered evangelization,   

discipleship and friendships in which 

they lead others to do the same. 

The FOCUS mission only begins on 

campus. Beyond college, these men 

and women step out into every level 

of society, equipped to lead others to 

become missionary disciples in their 

families, parishes, workplaces and 

communities. 

“As a missionary team director, my greatest desire is to lead my missionaries’ ship so that 

they can lead students to Christ. My life has been transformed by Jesus and I want nothing 

more than to bring this joy to others and to introduce them to the life-changing message 

of the Gospel. In His ministry on earth, Jesus humbled Himself to meet us on our level, 

taking on our humanity, and He spent most of His time investing deeply in a few. I look to 

Jesus’ own example to find the best method of reaching the world: by having bible study 

and building relationships with WVU students. I've been constantly amazed by the  

different souls I've encountered on campus.” 
      Denzel Campbell                

      FOCUS Team Director 

 

OUR 2021-2022 Missionaries: 

Rachel Keifer - “I am from Frederick, Maryland and I studied Biochemistry before joining FOCUS. Since 

mountains, rivers, and prayer are some of my favorite things, I am so happy and thankful to be     

returning to WVU as a second year missionary!” 

James Simoneaux - “I’m from Belleville,   

Illinois! I graduated with a Bachelor of  

Science in Petroleum Engineering from the 

University of Lafayette. I love to exercise by 

playing sports and weight lifting. Also, fun 

fact: I think Bigfoot is real.” 

Katelin Silva - “I’m from Great Meadows, 

New Jersey! I just graduated with a Bachelor 

of Arts degree in Environmental Studies with 

a minor in Psychology. I love gardening, 

taking nature photos, listening to music and 

baking!” 

“Newman has given me more than a place to relax after a long day—It’s given 
me people to call home…”  -Katrina Rupert, Class of 2021 

FOCUS Corner 
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Pictured Above: Some of our Newman students enjoying a  

picnic lunch at our end-of-the-year Beach Picnic at Cheat Lake. 

Students are welcome to hang out in the Newman Lounge 

any time to study, play games, watch movies, or simply 

spend time with friends. 
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Weekly Activities 

Thomistic Institute— Mondays 8pm 

in Newman Hall 

Upper Room Student Prayer Group-

Tuesdays 6pm in the Chapel Library 

FOCUS Bible Studies—Days/Times 

Vary according to student availability 

Dinner for a Dollar—Thursdays 6pm 

in the Parish Hall 

Community Nights—Thursdays 

6:30pm in the Parish Hall 

Movie Nights— First Fridays 7pm 

Game Nights—Second Fridays 7pm 

Jam Sessions—Third Fridays 7pm 

Men’s and Women’s Nights –Fourth 

Fridays 6pm 

Additional activities are added to our 

Mountaineer Catholic GroupMe!  

Contact Colleen to join! 

Groups You Can Join: 

Upper Room Student Prayer Group  

Contact Colleen Criste: colleen.criste 

@mountaineercatholic.com 

Improv Group  Contact Adam Marquart: 

adamgregory1072@gmail.com 

Scola Cantorum  Contact John Paul 

Gaston: jp.gaston 

@mountaineercatholic.com 

Praise Team  Contact Carl Starvaggi: 

cjs0089@mix.wvu.edu 

Bible Studies  Contact Denzel Campbell: 

denzel.campbell@focus.org 

Women’s Group  Contact Charlotte 

Velloso:   cfvester@mix.wvu.edu 

Men’s Group  Contact Denzel Campbell: 

denzel.campbell@focus.org 

Rosary Group  Contact Carl Starvaggi: 

cjs0089@mix.wvu.edu 

Thomistic Institute  Contact Reece 

Lopatka: philabuster@ptd.net 

 

Keeping the Faith 
The challenges young adults face today are unlike any 

other in history. A recent study by Barna Research 

estimates that 70 to 80% of Christian high school  

students who enter college will have little to no faith by 

the time they leave college. Even after graduation, 

these students will become completely disengaged 

with church by the time they are 29. These  

are sobering statistics! 

 

Temptation abounds on college campuses. Not only is 

there the temptation to drink, party and ignore studies, 

but there is also the temptation to ignore Church. Why 

attend Sunday Mass when your parents aren’t around 

to make you go and you’d rather spend the day     

hanging out with friends? 

 

Mass and Confession are offered daily at St. John’s, as 

well as weekly Adoration, to make frequent reception 

of the sacraments as convenient as possible. 

 

At our Mountaineer Catholic Newman Center, we strive 

to offer fun and engaging activities. We encourage 

healthy friendships in a safe, caring environment. 

The faith we see in our students amazes us! They are 

defying the statistics. Most of them are daily                 

Mass-goers, and will choose to pray the Rosary with 

friends rather than go to a bar on High Street. By  

combining group activities with frequent reception of 

the sacraments, we are helping to insure that our  

students grow deep, lasting roots of faith. 
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Pictured: Fr. Brian Crenwelge and Colleen Criste (Center) with Mountaineer Catholic students 

in front of Newman Hall. 

Pictured Left: Students on our Spring 

Pilgrimage ascending the Holy Stairs at 

St. Patrick’s Shrine in Pittsburgh, PA. 
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Campus Ministry 

Mary’s Fiat 

I’ve been thinking a lot this past year about our Blessed Mother Mary’s “Yes” 
to God. She was asked to step into the unknown; to trust God in a greater 
way than ever before. She was asked to leave her home and embrace a 
whole new life. I wonder if she was frightened, or did she simply trust? 
 
When our family was asked to move from our home in VA to Morgantown, 

WV, I humbly admit, it was not with as much trust and grace as Mary.                 

I worried and I cried. I questioned God all the way. At one point I said, “God, 

don’t you love us anymore? It seemed as if He had abandoned us. 

 

Fast forward to today, and I realize how foolish I was to doubt. Our Heavenly Father loves us 

infinitely, and only wills good for us. He knew all along where we belonged. He had already  

prepared a place for me and for my family, and it was even better than we could have imagined! 

 

Working with college students, I recognize that there is a unique vulnerability to young adults at this 

age. Many have left their family home for the first time, but are still in need of comfort and guidance.  

As the mother of 8 children, I feel uniquely qualified to meet those needs. I am here to listen, to offer 

words of encouragement and a hug whenever needed. When they step into my office to have a seat in 

“The Green Chair”, they will often open up about their struggles and fears. In turn, I can share the    

wisdom, experience, and faith that I have gained over the years. 

 

Saying “Yes” to God and stepping in to the unknown is difficult, but it opens the door to His grace. It 

allows God to do infinitely more with your life than you could ever do on your own. My “Yes” may 

have been reluctant and imperfect, but it still counted! I thank God for bringing my family here and for 

the opportunity to serve the students and community of WVU for many years to come!  

Colleen Criste  

Director of Programs and  

Development for Campus Ministry 
   

“Young people need the light of watchful 

guides to lead them on the path of 

salvation.” 

- St. John Baptist de la Salle 
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Meet Our New Associate Pastor:  
Fr. Phillip Szabo! 
    
 
 
 

My full name is Phillip Robert Szabo. Phillip was a biblical and kingly name that my 
Dad liked, Robert was the name of my Paternal Great Grandfather, and Szabo 
(originally pronounced Shah-bow, but later Americanized to Zae-bow) harkens back 
to our distant Hungarian roots. 

Believe it or not, I was born at Ruby Memorial Hospital right here in Morgantown 
while my parents were finishing up their studies at WVU. Then, we moved to  
Augusta, WV   before I could remember anything, and we have been there since. My 
first attempt at a career was with a Culinary Arts and Hospitality degree from  
Potomac State College, but I quickly learned that my love for cooking did not extend 
beyond my own kitchen. Next I earned my Associate Degree in Nursing at Fairmont State University and worked as 
an RN for about a year. All the while during Nursing School, however, I started to take my family's Catholic Faith 
seriously. The more I learned about my faith, the more I wanted to dedicate my life entirely to it and so, after  
working as an RN for about a year, I decided that it was time to enter the seminary.  

Now, I am blessed to spend my first assignment as a priest with you and all of the good people of St. John           
University Parish! In my free time, I still love to cook and give occasional unwanted medical advice. I also love the 
outdoors, reading, and "tinkering" with things that are broken or in need of maintenance. You will certainly see me 
working on my truck from time to time and getting into other projects around the Newman Center. 
May God bless you and I'll see you all soon! 

        Fr. Phillip Szabo 
                 Parochial Vicar 

Introducing Our New Parish  

Secretary: Jacqueline Costello! 

Hello, Mountaineer Catholic! My name is Jacqueline Costello, the  

newest addition to your staff as Parish Secretary! 

I am a proud alumni of WVU, having graduated in 2019 with a degree in 

Math Education. Since then, I was given the opportunity to teach 8th 

Grade Math for 2 years in Monongah. I have also been involved in  

cantering and teaching the Confirmation class at Immaculate  

Conception in Fairmont, WV. 

We’re always searching for and asking God, “What do you have planned 

for me and where do I go next?” Silly me, I thought that meant I would continue my path as a  

teacher, but I soon discovered God had different plans, which has lead me to St. John’s. I look forward 

to meeting all of you, and know that my door is always open (at least, from 8am to 4pm). Thank you 

for welcoming me into the St. John’s family!                  

 Jacqueline Costello 

          Parish Secretary 
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St. Philomena Chapel    
Update 

One project that took place over 
winter break this year, was the 
renovation of the Chapel-Library 
into the St. Philomena Adoration 
Chapel and St. Augustine Library, 
respectively. This was a rewarding 
undertaking that ended with a 
space that is fit for Perpetual  
Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. The goal is to be up 
and running with Perpetual Adora-
tion as soon as possible so that the 
students can come spend time 
with our Lord at any time. Of 
course, this undertaking is both 
time consuming and expensive. 
The project is taking off in different 
phases: cleaning and painting, 
renovation, building a sound-proof 
wall, and finishing the sanctuary. 
Currently, we are at the          
sound-proof wall phase. Through 
the murals, finding and purchasing 
pews, getting a new monstrance, 
and building a mini-sacristy, 
this project by no means can be 
handled by a single person or even 
a small group of people. It is only 
through the collaboration of   
everyone, that we will be able to 
provide Perpetual Adoration for 
the students of Morgantown and 
the people of the Tri-state area. In 
whatever way possible, please 
wish the best and help us to    
succeed in this endeavor of making 
our Lord more accessible. 
 
To donate your time, talent, or treasure 
to support the Adoration Chapel Project, 
contact John Paul Gaston at 
jp.gaston@mountaineercatholic.com 

 

Music and Liturgy 

It has certainly been quite an     
incredible first year working at  
St. John University Parish and     
Mountaineer Catholic as the      
Pastoral Associate for Music and 
Liturgy. I am overjoyed with the 
progress that this year has brought 
to the Department for Music and 
Liturgy. Thankfully, amongst many 
projects, each item on the box is 
getting the care and attention that 
it deserves to provide the best for 
our parish and our students! 
 
The first project was the              
installation of our Hauptwerk     
organ setup where we have been 
able to replicate a full organ with 
nothing more than a Mac. The   
addition of this instrument to the 
Liturgy has brought us to a point 
where we can offer a more         
extensive program to the students. 
The next step is to upgrade the 
choir loft’s sound system so that 
the organ can sound its very best.  
 
Thankfully, with the organ now 
nearing completion, I am happy to 
announce the formation of the 
Schola Cantorum at St. John      
University Parish. The Schola    
Cantorum (Singing School) is a 
choir devoted to providing music 
for the Sacred Liturgy in the form 
of Palestrina, Bach, Vivaldi, etc. 
This group is auditioned and       
requires an extensive amount of 
preparation per week and I am 
very happy that over this past year, 
we were able to reach our cap of 
12 members. I hope that this  
coming year proves to build upon 
what we accomplished already.  

 
On top of the Schola Cantorum, a 
Praise Team has been formed and 
has been providing incredible 
praise music through the tireless 
efforts of the students. They have 
been providing music for  
Adoration and the next big event 
for them is hopefully going to be 
our Fall Semester kick off. The goal 
is to be able to give them the     
current sound system in the choir 
loft so that they can do more 
events in the parish and in the 
public-square. 
 
I hope and pray that in this coming 
year, we are able to truly provide a 
quality of worship that will edify 
the hearts of many and most      
importantly; rend praise and      
adoration to our Most Blessed 
Lord. 
 
I remain, your brother in Christ, 
 

           J.P. Gaston 
             Pastoral Associate  

           for Music and Liturgy 
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The St. Philomena Adoration Chapel is freshly painted 

and awaiting the final touches to become the first 

perpetual Adoration Chapel on the campus of WVU! 
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“I will never be able to fully calculate how Our Lord used Mountaineer Catholic 
and St. John’s to help me grow closer to Him and to grow as a man during my 
formative college years.”  -Alex Phelps, Class of 2019 

Reece Lopatka, President 

Reece is a Junior from Danville, PA. He is majoring in Art Education and minoring in 

Communication Studies. 

Martha Lacek, Vice President 

Martha is a Junior from Gibsonia, PA. She is majoring in Computer Science and Ger-

man. 

Blake Peluchette, Treasurer 

Blake is a Senior from Wheeling, WV. He is majoring in Global Supply Chain Manage-

ment and minoring in Economics and Marketing. 

Katie Davis, Secretary 

Katie is a Sophomore from Harpers Ferry, WV. She is majoring in Forensic Chemistry. 

 

Campus Ministry at Mountaineer Catholic is thriving! Your         

generosity helps fund events and activities that allow all of our 

students to participate; regardless of their financial situations.  

Campus Ministry is vital to the future of the Church and society.  

Campus Ministry doesn’t only impact the lives of students, it     

impacts all of us! By reaching young adults now and establishing a 

firm foundation in faith, they will leave the campus of WVU well-

formed and equipped to live that faith in the world. 

Campus Ministry lays the groundwork that leads to stronger, holier 

marriages, families, and vocations. 

By investing in Campus Ministry, you are making a difference for the 

next generation; insuring that our Catholic Churches and schools 

remain open and vibrant. 

When you witness a young adult experience the radical              

transforming love of Christ through an encounter with Him, there is 

nothing more rewarding! We do everything we can to make sure 

our students have access to daily reception of the sacraments, 

sound teaching in the faith, spiritual direction, and mentorship. 

In a very practical way, your tax-deductible donation to Campus 

Ministry at St. John’s helps make what we do possible. We apply 

every dollar received directly to serving students.  

We are grateful for your partnership that buys food for students, 

purchases materials, pays for gas when travelling, rents rooms, and 

buys equipment for activities. Our current expenses run              

approximately $19,000 per semester.  

To keep going, we ask for your continued support. 

To give a one-time donation or to make a monthly pledge to help 

support Campus Ministry, simply go to mountaineercatholic.com 

and click on “Give.” Please specify in the comments that you want 

your funds to be applied to Campus Ministry.  

You may also return the enclosed envelope with a check made paya-

ble to: St. John University Parish and write “Campus Ministry” on 

the Memo line.  

Every gift helps fulfill our mission to “Bring Christ to the campus 

and the campus to Christ!” 

 

We also have specific needs that you may donate towards or purchase such as: 

1. A wireless projector with Bluetooth   $250 

2. A portable projector screen for outdoor movie nights $150 

3. An upgraded sound system for musical events  $7,000 

4. Bagged snacks, drinks, and coffee for the student lounge $500 
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Meet Our New MOCA Officers for 2021-2022! 

How You Can Help Campus Ministry 

Reece Lopatka Martha Lacek 

Blake Peluchette Katie Davis 

    

    

  



 8 

 

Coming Fall 2021: 

The Fall Camping Retreat at Blackwater Falls State Park is taking place the weekend of September 

17 to 19. Our last camping retreat sold out quickly, so please don’t wait! Register early by     

contacting Colleen Criste at colleen.criste@mountaineercatholic.com 

Sought-after speaker and young adult evangelist, Lisa Cotter, is coming to inspire our teens and 

young adults about relationships and dating at the WVU Amphitheater on Saturday, Oct. 16!    

We also have Fr. Joe Freedy, Assistant Director of Evangelization from 

the Diocese of Pittsburgh coming to share his personal testimony on 

how he went from a football player to a priest of God!  Live music and 

a box lunch is included for all registered attendees.  

Registration is just $15 per person. All 

parishes, youth and young adult groups are 

invited to attend!  

Register online at:  

Eventbrite.com/encounterlove 

Learn more about Lisa Cotter at  

madetomagnify.com 

Save the Dates! St. John University Parish    
Mountaineer Catholic 

1481 University Ave. 

Morgantown, WV  26505 

304.296.8231 

St. John University Parish is dedicated 

to campus ministry at West Virginia 

University. We are blessed to have 

Newman Hall as a home away from 

home for our students to study, hang 

out, and grow in their faith. Under 

the patronage of St. John Henry 

Newman, we embrace his motto of 

“Cor ad cor loquitur” which means: 

“Heart speaks to heart.” 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

MountaineerCatholic 

Newman Hall 

1481 University Ave. 

Morgantown, WV  26505 

 
 

Phone: 304.296.8231 

mountaineercatholic.com 

 

 

 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

  

  


